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The Greek Alphabet

Letters, pronunciation systems, and diphthongs

Koine Greek uses 24 letters. Two main pronunciation systems exist: Erasmian (standard
in most seminaries, each vowel has a distinct sound) and Modern/Restored Koine
(closer to how native speakers likely pronounced it, with several vowels converging
toward an 'ee' sound). Both are shown below.

Alpha a (father) a (father) (xy(xrm

BB Beta b v BipAlov
'y Gamma g (go) gh/y viy
A6 Delta d th (the) 866Ca
E ¢ Epsilon e (met) e (met) v
ZC Zeta dz /z z Cwn
Hn Eta ay (hay) ee (feet) Nuépa
®0 Theta th (thin) th (thin) 0e0¢
It Iota i (machine) ee (feet) va
Kk Kappa k k Kol
AA Lambda 1 1 AOY0G
Mu Mu m m padnTAG
Nv Nu n n vopog
=€ Xi X (ax) X (ax) Eévog
Oo Omicron o (not) o (not) ot
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Pp Rho
2 a/g Sigma
Tt Tau
Yo Upsilon
(0N Phi
X Chi
Uy Psi
Qw Omega
Diphthongs

r (trilled)

u (French tu)
ph (phone)
ch (Bach)
ps (lips)

o (tone)

ee (feet)

f

ch/h

ps

o (tone)

moTLg

pripa
0G4pg
TEKVOD
viog
0IA]Y
Xap1g
yox

wpa

When two vowels combine, they form a diphthong with a blended sound. These are
essential to recognize for accurate reading and parsing.

€l

ol

v

€L

(0)V)

Ul

ai (aisle)
ei (eight)
oi (oil)
ow (cow)
eu (feud)
00 (food)

wee

e (met)

ee (feet)

ee (feet)

av / af

ev/ef

0o (food)

ee

modiov
elpfivn
01KOC
aOTOC
e0AYYEALOD

ovPaVOC

viog
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Breathing Marks & Accents

Every word beginning with a vowel carries a breathing mark: a smooth breathing (&) is
silent, while a rough breathing (&) adds an 'h' sound. Greek has three accent marks —
acute (&), circumflex (&), and grave (@) — which originally indicated pitch but in Koine
primarily mark stress. An iota subscript (o) beneath «, n, or w is written but not
pronounced.

" (smooth) Silent On initial vowels
‘ (rough) Adds h- apaptioc = hamartia On initial vowels, always on p
" (acute) Stress Beb¢g Last 3 syllables

" (circumflex) Stress T0D Last 2 syllables, long vowels

* (grave) Stress Be0g Aéyel Replaces acute before next word
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Noun Declensions

First, second, and third declension paradigms with articles and case functions

Greek nouns change their endings to indicate grammatical function — this is called
declension. Unlike English, which relies on word order, Greek uses case endings so that
word order is flexible. Always look for the nominative noun (subject) and the verb first.

The Five Cases

Nominative Subject 0 Bedg ayamni God loves
Vocative Direct address KOple, BorBet Lord, help!
Genitive Possession / source 0 A6yog tod Be0d the word of God

Dative Indirect object / T® Be® 66 glory to God
means

Accusative Direct object ayamnd Tov K6opov He loves the world

The Definite Article

Greek has a definite article (equivalent to English 'the') but no indefinite article. The
article must agree in case, number, and gender with the noun it modifies. Memorizing
the article forms is foundational — they reappear in relative pronouns and participles.

Nom. o n 0 ol al T&

Gen. T0D g T0D TV TV TV

Dat. (e ™ ™ TO1C Talg TO1C

Acc. Tov ™ 6 TO0G TG T&
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First Declension (Feminine)

First declension nouns are predominantly feminine. Stems ending in -n maintain eta
throughout; stems ending in -« after €, 1, or p keep alpha.

T

Nom. Sg. Pwon nuépa
Gen. Sg. QWDTC NuEépag
Dat. Sg. PWDT nuépa
Acc. Sg. QPWLND nuépav
Nom. Pl. pwvai Nuépat
Gen. Pl PWLQOD nuep®Ov
Dat. Pl. PWVAiQ NEEPALG

Acc. Pl PWVAG Nuépag
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second Declension (Masculine / Neuter)

Second declension nouns are mostly masculine (-og) or neuter (-ov). The neuter rule:

neuter nominative and accusative forms are always identical.

I = T

Nom. Sg. Abyog TEKVOD
Gen. Sg. A6yov TEKDVOL
Dat. Sg. Abyw TEKVW
Acc. Sg. A6yov TEKVOD
Nom. PI. Adyol TERKDQ
Gen. PL AOywv TEKDWD
Dat. Pl. Adyoig TEKDVOLG
Acc. Pl Adyoug TEKVQ

Third Declension

Third declension nouns follow a distinct pattern and can be any gender. The key to
identification is the genitive singular ending (-og), since nominative forms vary widely.
When a stem's final consonant meets o, the square of stops applies:

Square of Stops
I N NN
Labial (lips) B o \}
Dental (teeth) t60 o

Palatal (palate) Ky Y &
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T

Nom. Sg. oGp€ évoua
Gen. Sg. OPKOG 0VOPNATOC
Dat. Sg. oapki ovépaTt
Acc. Sg. OaPKQ ovona
Nom. Pl. OQPKEG ovépaTa
Gen. Pl. OUPKGOD OVOPATWY
Dat. Pl oap&i(v) ovopao(v)
Acc. Pl OGPKOC ovopaTo

MEMORY AID
The dative singular always has an iota subscript (two strokes on a "date") — then the

plural takes the iota out into the word itself. Genitive's -ov sounds like "of you." Masculine
nominative singular uses sigma — think of a sigma male as the boss (subject) of the

sentence. 1st declension is feminine — lady's first.
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Key Vocabulary

Ayaan agape love (f.)
Qewvn phoneé voice, sound (f.) 1st
yAGOOOQ glossa tongue, language (f.) 1st
Abyog logos word, reason (m.) 2nd
6o0Ao¢ doulos servant, slave (m.) 2nd
0e0¢G theos God, god (m.) 2nd
GvBpwrIog anthropos man, person (m.) 2nd
1epov hieron temple (n.) 2nd
TEKDOD teknon child (n.) 2nd
mioTLC pistis faith, trust (f.) 3rd
o&p€ sarx flesh (f.) 3rd
ovoua onoma name (n.) 3rd
nvedpa pneuma spirit, wind (n.) 3rd

XG&pP1g charis grace, favor (f.) 3rd
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Practice: Noun Declensions

1. Parse Tob A0yov — what case, number, gender, and meaning?

— Genitive singular masculine — 'of the word'

2. What case is Tolg¢ 600201¢?

— Dative plural masculine — 'to/for the servants'

3. Decline 0¢€6¢ in all five cases, singular.

— Nom. 0g0¢, Gen. Oeod, Dat. Oe®, Acc. Oedv, Voc. Oeé

4. What happens when a 3rd declension stem ending in k meets ¢?

— K + 0 = & (palatal + sigma rule from the square of stops)

5. Identify the declension: mpebdpaTog

— 3rd declension, genitive singular neuter — from nvedua (spirit)
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Adjectives

Attributive, predicate, and substantival positions

Greek adjectives must agree with their noun in case, number, and gender. They follow
the same declension patterns as nouns. The key skill is recognizing where the article
sits relative to the adjective and noun — this determines meaning.

The Four Rules of Adjective Position

Adjective is WITH 0 ayabog 6odAog or O

. - . , the good servant
the article 6oDAog O dyab6¢c 9

1. Attributive

Adjective is
2. Predicate WITHOUT the
article, noun HAS it

(xy(x60~c; © GQDAOQ, or o the servant is good
6oDAoc ayabécg

Adjective has article, . , the good one / the
0 ayaB0¢

3. Substantival
no noun present good man

a good servant / a
servant is good

No article for either

— context decides ayab0o¢ 6odAog

4. Ambiguous

The attributive position places the adjective inside the article-noun group: 0 aya®0¢
60020¢ or 0 Hobv2A0G 0 ayaBo¢ (the article is repeated). The predicate position places
the adjective outside: aya®0o¢ 0 60620¢ — here the adjective makes a statement about

the noun.

NOTE

Word order in Greek is flexible. What matters is the position of the article — if the
adjective is wedged between the article and noun (or after a repeated article), it's
attributive. If the adjective stands outside any article-noun group, it's predicate.
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Practice: Adjective Positions
1. Classify: 1) KaAn yij
— Attributive — adj. (kaAn) is between the article (1) and noun (yfj): 'the good soil'
2. Classify: kaan n yij
— Predicate — ad)j. is outside the article-noun group: 'the soil is good'

3. Classify: 60 motog

— Substantival — article + adjective with no noun: 'the faithful one'

4. Translate: 0 50D20¢ 0 KAKOC

— Attributive (second position) — 'the bad servant'

5. Translate: Kako¢ 60020¢ — what are the two possibilities?

— Either 'a bad servant' (attributive) or 'a servant is bad' (predicate) — context decides
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Prepositions

How prepositions govern different cases and shift meaning

Greek prepositions take their object in a specific case (genitive, dative, or accusative),
and some can govern multiple cases with different meanings. Prepositions also appear
as prefixes on compound verbs.

Spatial Relationships

This diagram shows how Greek prepositions express spatial relationships relative to an object.
Many metaphorical uses derive from these core spatial meanings.

Koine Greek prepositions

Q
3

ava

peTa
ith,

w
after
apt, on both sides
J i

omow
behind

npog ano_,,
towards away
from

avtl
in place of

Kata
own
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Common Prepositions by Case

from, away from Genitive only separation, source

Genitive only origin, source

€K | €€ out of, from
£p in, among, by Dative only sphere, means
oLV with, together Dative only association
elg into, to, for Accusative only direction, purpose
, . Accusative . . ) )
IPoG to, toward, with direction, relationship
(usually)
, through (Gen.) / because of
o1& ugh ( )/ " Gen. + Acc. means / cause
(Acc.)
, down from (Gen.) / accordin "
KQTQ W ( )/ . Gen. + Acc. opposition / standard
to (Acc.)
HETA with (Gen.) / after (Acc.) Gen. + Acc. association / sequence
, about, concerning (Gen. .
mept b ing ( )/ Gen. + Acc. reference / location
around (Acc.)
, on behalf of (Gen.) / above . -
LIIEP ( ) Gen. + Acc. benefit / position
(Acc.)
))5(0) by (agent, Gen.) / under (Acc.) Gen. + Acc. agency / position
, Gen. + Dat. + . .
eIl on, over, at position (varies)
Acc.
a0k from beside (G.) / beside (D.) / Gen. + Dat. + roximity (varies)
P alongside (A.) Acc. p y
MEMORY AID

€v takes dative only — think "in the dative." €iq takes accusative only — motion "into
something (direction = accusative). ¢k takes genitive only — coming "out of" (source =

genitive).
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Practice: Prepositions

1. What case does £v always take? Translate £év T® KOopw.

— Dative only — 'in the world'

2. How does 6ua change meaning by case? Give an example of each.
— + Genitive = 'through' (6va tob Adyov, through the word); + Accusative = 'because
of* (6wa TN ayamnnv, because of love)

3. Parse the prepositional phrase: £k Tod ovpavoOD

— &K + genitive — 'out of heaven' (source/origin)

4. Identify the preposition and case: mpo¢ Ttov 06w (John 1:1)

— 11po¢ + accusative — 'toward God' / 'with God' (relational proximity)
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ent & Pronouns

The verb to be' and personal, demonstrative pronoun forms

Present Indicative of eipt ('l am")

1st Sg. eint [ am
2nd Sg. el you are
3rd Sg. £oti(v) he/she/it is
1st PL gopév we are
2nd PL. £0TE you (all) are
3rd PL gloi(v) they are

Imperfect of cipt ('l was’)

1st Sg. Aunv I was

2nd Sg. ﬁq you were

3rd Sg. ﬁv he/she/it was
1st PL Nuev / fipeda we were
2nd PL ﬁTS you (all) were

3rd PL ﬁcr(xv they were
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Personal Pronouns

TN T

adTOG nueig vueig avTol
Gen. Hov oo aOTOD nuov PG avTOD
Dat. pot oot avT® npiv opiv avToig
Acc. He o€ aOTOV Nuag VPGG aDTOVG

Demonstrative Pronouns

oVToC / abTn / Ttobto = "this" (near); ékeivoc / ékeivn / €keivo = "that" (far)

Demonstratives always take the predicate position (outside the article-noun group)

00TOG abTn

ToDTO ovTOL adTal TodTO
Gen. TOOTOVL TaA0TNG TODTOL TOOTWY TOOTWY TOOTWY
Dat. TOOTW T TOOTW TOOTOLG To0TOG TO0TOLG
Acc. tobTOD TadTNY tobTO TO0TOULG TadTOCg TadTO
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Practice: & Pronouns

1. Parse: é¢otiv

— 3rd person singular, present indicative of eiui — ‘'he/she/it is'

2. Parse: nooav

— 3rd person plural, imperfect indicative of iui — 'they were'

3. What case is adt®?

— Dative singular masculine — 'to/for him'

7 s ) ¢ ¢ 7
4. Translate: 00TOC £€0TLV 0 LLOC POV

— 'This is my son' — ovToc is demonstrative (nominative), pov is 1st sg. genitive

5. Is ék€lvog 0 GrBpwmog attributive or predicate?

— Predicate — demonstratives always stand in predicate position: 'that man'
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The Indicative Verbal System

Primary and secondary endings, connecting vowels, and tense overview

Greek verbs in the indicative mood make factual assertions. The system divides into
primary tenses (present, future, perfect — no augment) and secondary tenses
(imperfect, aorist, pluperfect — e-augment on past forms). Each tense has active and

middle/passive voice endings.

Primary Active Endings (Present, Future)

1st Sg.

2nd Sg.

3rd Sg.

1st PL.

2nd P1.

3rd PI.

-€1G
-e1
-OpED
-€TE

-ovo(v)

-w Adw

Alelg
Alel
Abonev
AleTe

Abovaoi(v)

I loose

you loose
he/she/it looses

we loose
you (all) loose

they loose
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Primary Middle/Passive Endings

1st Sg. -opat Abonat I am being loosed
2nd Sg. -n (from -eoan) ADN you are being loosed
3rd Sg. -eTal AbeTot he/she/it is being loosed
1st Pl. -opeba Avopeba we are being loosed
2nd PI. -e00¢ AVeoOc you (all) are being loosed
3rd Pl. -ovTal AbovTat they are being loosed

Secondary Active Endings (Imperfect, Aorist)

Secondary tenses add an €-augment before the stem (or lengthen an initial vowel). The
imperfect uses the present stem; the aorist uses the aorist stem with ca formative.

1st Sg. -ov / -« £Avov I was loosing
2nd Sg. -€Q EAVEG you were loosing
3rd Sg. -£(v) £€Ave(v) he/she/it was loosing
1st Pl -opev gldopep we were loosing
2nd Pl. -£TE gADeTe you (all) were loosing
3rd Pl -ov EAvov they were loosing

Connecting Vowels

The vowel that links the stem to the ending follows a simple rule: o before p or v; €
elsewhere. Remember the rhyme: "o before mu or nu."
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MEMORY AID
v = Roman numeral V = 5, which is more than 1. Besides the secondary 1st sg. active, v

only appears in plural forms. €1¢ + &€¢ sound like 'is' — think 'you is' in a Southern accent.
Tat sounds like 'Thai' — a singular nationality. Tte / 60« sound like 'ye' — Old English 2nd

plural.

Practice: Verbal Endings

1. Parse: A0opgp — person, number, tense, voice

— 1st person plural, present active indicative — 'we loose'

2. Parse: £avopv — why is this ambiguous?
— Could be 1st sg. OR 3rd pl. imperfect active — context resolves it

3. What is the augment on émiotevon?

- g-augment — &-miotevor (imperfect active of motedw)

4. Identify voice: AbeTaL
— Middle/Passive — the -eta1 ending signals 3rd sg. primary M/P: 'is being loosed"

5. What is the connecting vowel rule?

— 0 before u or v; € elsewhere
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Contract Verbs

When stem vowels meet personal endings:,, and contractions

Some verb stems end in a vowel («, g or o). When the personal ending's connecting
vowel meets this stem vowel, the two contract into a single long vowel or diphthong.
The resulting form typically carries a circumflex accent, making it easy to spot.

Contraction Rules

Alpha Contracts Epsilon Contracts Omicron Contracts

a+e—-Qa ge+e—-el o+e—-o0v
a+o-w €+ 0- 00 0+ o0-o0v
x+w->w Et+twWw—-ow O+tw—-w
oax+ElL—>Q e+ el—- el (orel) o+ el—- ol
o+ o0v-w €+ ov - ob 0 + ov - ob

Example: morodvper (we make). The stem is moie- and the ending is -opev. The € + o
contracts to ov, yielding moltovpeD.

Note: Greek words cannot end in T, so it drops — e.g., Bamti(w has root Bamtid-
(dental drops before o). Also, o between two vowels is usually dropped, which explains
some middle/passive 2nd sg. forms.

MEMORY AID
Look for the circumflex accent — it's the hallmark of a contraction. The general principle:
any combination involving o or w - w (unless it's o+¢& or o+o0 — ov). The secondary M/P
2nd sg. ending -0o becomes -ov because o drops between vowels and o+o contracts.
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Practice: Contract Verbs

1. What does € + € contract to? Give an example.

— &l — e.d., @LAEw — PLUAEL (he/she loves)

2. Identify the stem of (ntobper and explain the contraction.

— Stem: (nte- + -OPEY — £+0 = oL — (NTOOPEY (we seek)

3. What accent typically marks a contracted form?

— A circumflex accent over the contracted syllable

4. Why does €aa2ov (2nd sg. imperfect M/P of AaAéw) end in -ov?

— The ending -€oo0 loses its o between vowels — -€0 — £+o0 contracts to ov
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Aorist & Future Passive Indicative

formative, square of stops revisited, and 2nd aorist passive

The aorist passive indicative expresses a past action done to the subject. Its signature is
the On tense formative inserted between the stem and the secondary active endings.
The future passive uses Ono with primary middle/passive endings.

Aorist Passive Indicative

Formula: Augment + Stem + On + Secondary Active Endings

m“

1st Sg. EANVONY I was loosed
2nd Sg. EA0ONG you were loosed
3rd Sg. EAVON he/she/it was loosed
1st Pl EAVONED we were loosed
2nd Pl. EANVONTE you (all) were loosed

3rd Pl EAVONOOV they were loosed
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Future Passive Indicative

Formula: Stem + Ono + Primary Middle/Passive Endings (no augment — it is future!)

1st Sg. AvBnoopat I will be loosed
2nd Sg. Avbnon you will be loosed
3rd Sg. AvbnoeTtot he/she/it will be loosed
1st Pl AvBnooneda we will be loosed
2nd P1. Avbnoeobe you (all) will be loosed
3rd Pl AvbroovTat they will be loosed

Square of Stops with

When a stem ends in a stop consonant and meets 6, the same square of stops applies —
the stop assimilates before the dental 6:

Labial (m B @) + 0 - 0 MENIIW — £OEPEOND

Dental (1 60) + 0 - 00 nelbw — éneioOnv

Palatal (k y ) + © - %0 ayw — Nyonv
NOTE

2nd Aorist Passive: Some verbs use n (not 6n) as the tense formative, with no stem change
— e.g., éypaenv (I was written). 2nd Future Passive: Uses no with a changed stem.
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Practice: Aorist & Future Passive

1. Parse: éBamtioOnp

— 1st sqg. aorist passive indicative of BamtiCw — 'I was baptized'

2. What is the tense formative for the aorist passive?

— On (inserted between stem and secondary active endings)

3. Parse: AvOnoeTot

— 3rd sg. future passive indicative of Abw — 'he/she/it will be loosed"

4. Apply the square of stops: what happens to méunw in the aorist passive?

- 11 (labial) + 6 — @0 — éméupOnv (‘I was sent')
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Perfect & Pluperfect Tense

Reduplication, formative, and completed-action-with-results semantics

The perfect tense expresses a past completed action whose results continue into the
present: I have loosed (AéAvka). The pluperfect expresses a past completed action
whose results continued for a time but are no longer active at the time of speaking.

Formation: Reduplication + Perfect Stem + xa (active) + Primary Endings.
Reduplication duplicates the initial consonant + € (e.g., A — Ae-Av-). If the word begins
with a vowel, the vowel lengthens instead.

Perfect Active Indicative

m“

1st Sg. AEAVKQ I have loosed
2nd Sg. AEAVKQOC you have loosed
3rd Sg. AEANLKE(D) he/she/it has loosed
1st Pl. AeAOKapED we have loosed
2nd Pl. AsAOKQTE you (all) have loosed

3rd PI. AeAVKaO1(D) they have loosed
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Perfect Middle/Passive Indicative

Formula: Reduplication + Perfect Stem + Primary M/P Endings (no ka formative).

1st Sg. AéAvpat I have been loosed
2nd Sg. AéAvoat you have been loosed
3rd Sg. AéAvTo he/she/it has been loosed
1st Pl AeAbneda we have been loosed
2nd Pl AéAvobe you (all) have been loosed
3rd Pl. AéAvvTo they have been loosed
Pluperfect Active
e | e e
1st Sg. EAEADKEWD I had loosed
2nd Sg. EAEADKELGQ you had loosed
3rd Sg. EAEADKEL he/she/it had loosed
1st Pl EAEADKENED we had loosed
2nd Pl. EAENDKETE you (all) had loosed
3rd Pl EAEADKECTOD they had loosed
MEMORY AID

The perfect is the only past tense that uses primary endings — because its results reach
into the present! All other past tenses use secondary endings. The pluperfect adds an
augment to the reduplicated perfect (¢-Ae-Av-ke1wv) — it's doubly marked for the past.



Basics of Biblical Greek - Notes

Practice: Perfect & Pluperfect

1. Parse: HENIOTEVKQ

— 1st sg. perfect active indicative of motevw — 'I have believed'

2. How do you form reduplication on a word starting with a consonant?

— Duplicate the initial consonant + €: Abw — AEAVKQ, MOTEDW — MENIOTEVKQX

3. What about a word starting with a vowel?

— The vowel lengthens instead: éAniw — HAmMEK® (€ — n)

4. Parse: A€AvTa

— 3rd sg. perfect middle/passive indicative of Abw — 'has been loosed'

5. What is the semantic difference between perfect and aorist?

— Aorist = simple past action; Perfect = past action with ongoing present results
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Participles

Verbal adjectives: adverbial, adjectival, substantival uses; genitive absolute

Participles are verbal adjectives — they have properties of both verbs (tense, voice) and
adjectives (case, gender, number). English typically translates them with '-ing' forms.
They do not convey absolute time; their tense indicates aspect (kind of action) relative
to the main verb.

Formula: Stem + Connecting Vowel/Tense Formative + Participle Morpheme +
Case Endings

Three Types of Participles

) Modifies the Anarthrous (no While loosing..., After loosing...,
Adverbial .
verb article) Because he loosed...
the loosing man, the man who
Attributive Modifies a noun Articular (has article) g
looses

. Functions as a Articular, no noun the one who looses, whoever

Substantival

noun nearby looses



Basics of Biblical Greek - Notes

Present Active Participle ()

Morpheme: -»pt- (masc./neut.), -ovoa (fem.)

Nom. Sg. Adwv Abovoa ADov
Gen. Sg. AbovTog Avovong AbovTtog
Dat. Sg. AdovTt Avovon AdovTt
Acc. Sg. AbovTta Avovoav Abov
Nom. PI. AbovTEG Abovoat Abovta
Gen. Pl AvOVTWY AvovoGV AvévTw
Dat. Pl. Avovoi(v) Avovoaig Abovoi(v)
Acc. Pl. Abovtag Avoboog AdovTta

Master Participle Morpheme Chart

Present Active Adwv Abovoa Abov -VT- / -ovoa
Present M/P Avbpevog Avopévn Avdpevov -pev-
Aorist Active Aboag Aboaoa Aboav -00- + -UT-
Aorist Middle Avoauevog Avooapévn Avodpevov -00- + -pED-
Aorist Passive Avbeic Avbeloa AvBév -0-
Perfect Active AEAVKWG AgAvKLIX A€AVKOG K- + -0T- / -vilx

Perfect M/P Agdvpévog AgAvpévn Aghvpévov -nev-
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Special Constructions

Genitive Absolute

A genitive absolute is a participial phrase in the genitive case with its own subject —
grammatically independent from the main clause. It is always anarthrous (no article)
and usually appears at the beginning of a sentence in narrative. Translate as 'while he...',
‘when they...', etc.

Example (John 8:30): Tadta avtod AGA0DDPTOC MOAAOL £NLOTEVLOAD £1¢ AVTOD —
While he was saying these things, many believed in him. Here adtobd Aa2obvtog is the
genitive absolute.

Periphrastic Construction

A form of eilpt + a participle functions as a simple indicative verb. Common with the 3rd
plural perfect middle/passive.

Example (Eph. 2:8): tf) yap yapiti £é0te oeowopévol 61a mictewg — For by grace
you have been saved through faith. Here £€o0te ocowopévou (sipl + perfect passive
participle) = perfect passive indicative.

Practice: Participles

1. Parse: Abvovteg — case, number, gender, tense, voice, type
— Nominative plural masculine, present active participle of Abw — 'loosing' (adverbial if
anarthrous)

2. Parse: 6 mwotevwpr — what type of participle?

— Substantival — article + participle with no noun: 'the one who believes'

3. How do you identify an aorist active participle?

— Look for the -oca- morpheme: AboaC / ADOAOA / ADOAD

4. Translate the genitive absolute: Tod naiov 6vGvovtog

— 'While the sun was setting' — genitive subject + present participle, grammatically
independent

5. What does the perfect participle AeAvkKw¢g convey that the aorist A0oacg does not?

— Completed action with ongoing results (‘having loosed and still in that state') vs.
simple past action



Basics of Biblical Greek - Notes

Participle Identification Flowchart

Use this decision tree when you encounter a participle in the text. Start at the top and follow the
yes/no branches to identify its function.

PARTICIPLE
With article?

No . Yes » Noun in Accord?
M “ "
nea Y ot Yes No

ADJECTIVAL SUBSTANTIVAL
who,” “which,” “-ing”  “The one who”

5,

Nominative participle with
equative main verh? - ----__ __

S “7-m------___ Ifnominative... |
PREDICATE ]
Yes »> No ¥ -
No
Other nominative noun v Yo PERIPHRASTIC
and no verb? &y predicate of verbless Translate eipi form regularly +
i structure. Add “is” participle with “—ing”
No Type Construction
3 i +
# Present present ipi

present participle
GENITIVE Imperfect eipi +
Yes 2 Imperfect e o
—» ABSOLUTE S present participle
o h ki) o +
when i Future BIHII present
participle
present gipi +

Genitive participle with
unrelatable (pro)noun
in Genitive?

No

CONTEXT

FE,%??E’N Berfect Perfect participle
ADVERBIAL
Function Translate
Simultaneous temporal action (Present) “while” or “as”
Preceding temporal action (4orist) “after”
Purpose or Result “in order to” “thereby™ “-ing”

Cause “because” “for” “since”

Condition “if”

Concession “although™ *“even though™
Means “by" “with" “through”
Manner “with” “-ing”

Redundant transiate the same as the main verb

© 2012 Danny Zacharias
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The Subjunctive Mood

Possibility, purpose, conditional clauses, and exhortation

The subjunctive mood expresses possibility, purpose, uncertainty, or exhortation —
in contrast to the indicative, which asserts fact. It is identified by a lengthened
connecting vowel (n/w instead of €/0) and carries no augment even in the aorist.

Three keys to spotting a subjunctive: (1) look for trigger words like tva, £€av, otav; (2)
lengthened connecting vowels; (3) no augment on aorist forms.

Present Active Subjunctive

1st Sg. 1st Pl Abwpev
2nd Sg. AONG 2nd PL AONTE
3rd Sg. Al 3rd Pl. Adwol(v)

Present Middle/Passive Subjunctive

1st Sg. Adwpot 1st PL Avopeba
2nd Sg. A0 2nd PL AONOOE

3rd Sg. AdnTa 3rd PL AdwvTo
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Aorist Active Subjunctive

1st Sg. Abow 1st PL Abownep
2nd Sg. Abong 2nd P1. Adonte
3rd Sg. Abom 3rd PL Abowo(v)

Aorist Middle Subjunctive

1st Sg. Abowpat 1st PL Avowpeda
2nd Sg. Abon 2nd P1. Abonobe
3rd Sg. Abontat 3rd PL AbowvTat

Aorist Passive Subjunctive

1st Sg. AVOG 1st PL AvBonev
2nd Sg. ALOTC 2nd PL AvOfTe

3rd Sg. A0 3rd Pl AvB®o(v)
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Subjunctive of
N N
1st Sg. @ I might be
2nd Sg. ﬁq you may be
3rd Sg. I he/she/it might be
1st Pl (I)uev we may be
2nd Pl ﬁTS you (all) might be
3rd PL. Qol(v) they may be

Key Subjunctive Constructions

va / 6wg + subj. Purpose clause in order that, so that
€av / 6tav + subj. Conditional / temporal if, whenever, when
oV un + subj. Emphatic negation absolutely will not
1st pl. subj. (hortatory) Exhortation let us...

pun + subj. (prohib.) Prohibition (aorist) do not...!
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The Five Conditional Classes

Greek conditions consist of a protasis (the "if" clause) and an apodosis (the "then"
clause). Five patterns occur in the New Testament:

Assumed true el + indicative (any) Apodosis varies
2nd Contrary to fact el + past indic. + G&v in apodosis
3rd Future possible €av + subjunctive Apodosis varies
4th Less probable el + optative Opt. + &v in apod.
5th Present general €av + pres. subj. Apodosis varies

NT Examples

Purpose (John 3:16): iva m@¢ 0 MOTEDWP £L¢ AVTOYP U ADOANTal GAd' £yn (wnv
alwpov — "so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life." Both améAntaw and €yn are aorist subjunctives governed by iva.

Temporal (Matt. 6:5): 6tav mpooedyn — "whenever you pray." étav (= 6te + Gv)
triggers the subjunctive.

Emphatic negation (John 11:26): 00 un amo®avn £i¢ tov at@va — "will absolutely
never die." 00 pn + subjunctive is the strongest negation in Greek.

Hortatory (1 John 4:7): ayan®per aainiovg — "let us love one another." 1st person
plural subjunctive as an exhortation.

MEMORY AID

The m in A0M looks like a U for 2nd sg. M/P (you are being acted upon), while in 3rd sg.
present it looks like an N and sounds like "him" (he is doing it). 00 generally expects a
positive answer; pW expects a negative one. Together (00 un), they form a super-emphatic
negation.
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Practice: Subjunctive Mood

1. What three clues help identify a subjunctive form?

— Key trigger words, lengthened connecting vowel, and no augment on aorist

2. Parse: AbOWHNED

— 1st pl. aorist active subjunctive of Abw — hortatory: 'let us loose'

3. What conditional class uses £€av + subjunctive?

— 3rd class (future possible) and 5th class (present general)

4. Translate (v YWOOKNTE

- 'in order that you might know' — iva + present active subjunctive (purpose clause)

5. What does o0 pn + subjunctive express?

— Emphatic negation — the strongest way to say 'absolutely not' in Greek
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Infinitives

Verbal nouns: complementary, purpose, articular, and indirect discourse

The infinitive is a verbal noun — it has tense and voice (like a verb) but no person or
number (like a noun). It can function as the subject or object of a sentence, express
purpose, or complement another verb. In Greek, infinitives are often preceded by an
article in the genitive or accusative case.

Infinitive Forms

Present Active Adew to loose / to be loosing
Present M/P Abeobo to be loosed
Aorist Active Adoo to loose (simple)
Aorist Middle AboaoBat to loose for oneself

Aorist Passive AvBfivat to be loosed
Perfect Active AgdVKEV O to have loosed
Perfect M/P Aedbo0a to have been loosed

Key morphemes: Present active ends in -gw, M/P in -e00at. Aorist active ends in -ocat
(1st aorist) or -€iv (2nd aorist). The aorist passive uses -Ofjpat and the perfect active
-KEDau.
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Five Uses of the Infinitive

“m

Complemen-
tary

Expresses aim (often

Purpose

Articular (gen.)

Subject /
Object

Indirect disc.

Completes another verb

with gi¢ or mpdq)

T0D + inf. for
purpose/result

Functions as a noun

After verbs of
saying/thinking

The Articular Infinitive

dovapo Adoat

NABeY ohoot

TOD un PAEmE

TO YIDWOKELD

Aéyel adTOV £lvat

I am able to loose

He came to save

SO as not to see

the knowing / to know

He says that he is...

The articular infinitive places a neuter singular article before the infinitive. The case of
the article determines the function: nominative/accusative té for subject/object, genitive

To® for purpose or result, dative T® for temporal clauses ("while/when"), and peta toé +
infinitive for "after doing X." A frequent pattern is €v t® + infinitive = "while doing X."

TO + inf.

toD + inf.

T™® + inf.
HETAQ TO + inf.
mmpo Tod + inf.

61 to + inf.

Subject/Object
Purpose/Result
Temporal (while)
After
Before

Because

TO BEAEW
T00 ool
€V TQ omeipew
HPETQ TO £yepOijvat
mpo Tod yevéobat

610 TO glvat

the willing / to will
in order to save
while sowing
after being raised
before it happened

because of being
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NOTE

The infinitive has no time reference on its own — its tense indicates aspect only. Present
infinitive = ongoing/continuous action; aorist infinitive = simple/undefined action; perfect
infinitive = completed action with ongoing results. Time is determined by the main verb.

Practice: Infinitives

1. What ending marks a present active infinitive?

— -1 (e.g., ADEID, MOTEDELD)

2. Parse: AvOnvat

— Aorist passive infinitive of Abw — 'to be loosed"

3. What does tod + infinitive express?

— Purpose or result — 'in order to...'

4. Translate: £ T® AQAEIY AOTOD

— 'While he was speaking' — temporal articular infinitive with év + dative

5. What is the difference between 20£w and Adoat?

— Aspect, not time: AVg1v = ongoing loosing; Aboat = simple/one-time loosing
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Quick Reference

At-a-glance summaries for review

Tense System Overview

Present Imperf. Prim. Pres. stem I'loose / am loosing
Imperfect  Imperf. Sec. Pres. stem g-augment I was loosing
Future Undef. Prim. Fut. stem o formative I will loose
Aorist Perfect. Sec. Aor. stem g-aug. + oa I'loosed
Perfect Stative = Prim. Perf. stem Redupl. + ka I have loosed
Plupertf. Stative Sec. Perf. stem Aug. + Redupl. I had loosed

Square of Stops — Complete

“

Labial +o-vy + 0 - @0
Dental 160 +0-0 + 06 - g0

Palatal KyYX +0-¢ +0-y0
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Vocabulary Reference

High-frequency New Testament Greek words

This vocabulary list covers 150+ of the most common words in the Greek New
Testament, organized alphabetically. Frequency indicates how many times each word
appears in the NT.

All Vocabulary — Sorted by Frequency

I T N N

and, also, even Conj. 9161 John 1:1

a0TOG he / she / it; self Pron. 5597 John 1:1
o6& but, and, now Conj. 2792 Matt. 1:2

&v in, among, by Prep. 2752 John 1:1
EyW I Pron. 2584 John 6:35
oV / OLK not (w/ indicative) Neg. 1606 John 1:3
0¢ who, which, that Pron. 1398 Rom. 8:28
017)T0(; this Pron. 1387 John 1:2
0ed¢ God, god Noun 1317 John 1:1
OTL because, that Conj. 1296 John 3:16
oG all, every Adj. 1244 John 3:16
un not (w/ non-indic.) Neg. 1042 Matt. 1:20
yap for, because Conj. 1041 Rom. 3:23
'Tnoodg Jesus Noun 917 Matt. 1:1
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K0OPl0Q
EYw
mpog

yivopo

e

o1&
va
Ao
AANG
Epyopot
MO1EW
Tig
GvOpwIog
TIGQ
Xp1oTog

oLV

on, over, upon
Lord, master
I have
toward, to, with
I become, happen

through (G.) / because
(A))

in order that
from, away from
but, rather
I come, go
I do, make
who? which? (interrog.)
man, person
someone, a certain
Christ, Anointed
therefore, then
I see, perceive
I hear
many, much
I give
father

day

Prep.
Noun
Verb
Prep.

Verb

Prep.

Conj.
Prep.
Conj.
Verb
Verb
Pron.
Noun
Pron.
Noun
Conj.
Verb
Verb
Adj.
Verb
Noun

Noun

890

717

708

700

669

667

663

646

638

634

568

556

550

534

529

499

454

428

416

415

413

389

Matt. 14:25
Phil. 2:11

1 John 5:12
John 1:1

John 1:14

Rom. 3:25

John 3:16
Matt. 1:21
Rom. 5:8
John 1:11
John 2:5
Matt. 16:15
Matt. 4:4
John 1:6
Matt. 1:1
John 3:25
John 1:18
Matt. 7:24
Matt. 7:22
John 3:16
Matt. 6:9

Matt. 6:34



Basics of Biblical Greek - Notes

EQv
elg, pla, év
aberOC
Abyoc
o1
AoAEw
ovPAVOC
EKETVOCQ
padntig
Aappdvw
vi
HEYOG
moTig
moTtedw
aylog
Aamokpivopat
ovopa

YWWOKW

spirit, wind
son, descendant
if, when
one, single
brother
word, message
I know (perfect form)
I speak
heaven
that one
disciple
I take, receive
earth, land
great, large
faith, trust
I believe
holy, saint
I answer
name
I know
by (G.) / under (A.)

man, husband

Noun
Noun
Conj.
Adj.
Noun
Noun
Verb
Verb
Noun
Pron.
Noun
Verb
Noun
Adj.
Noun
Verb
Adj.
Verb
Noun
Verb
Prep.

Noun

379

377

351

345

343

330

318

296

273

265

261

258

250

243

243

241

233

231

231

222

220

216

John 3:8
Matt. 3:17
John 3:3
Eph. 4:5
Matt. 5:22
John 1:1
John 3:2
John 8:12
Matt. 3:2
John 1:8
Matt. 28:19
John 1:12
Matt. 5:5
Matt. 5:19
Rom. 1:17
John 3:16
Rom. 1:7
Matt. 4:4
Matt. 1:21
John 17:3
Matt. 3:13

Eph. 5:25
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youn
BEAW
vOpOGC
YPAQW
KOO0G
VPIOKW
OyAog

apapTio

woman, wife
I desire, wish
law
I write
world
I find
crowd
sin
work, deed
glory
kingdom
then, at that time
I eat
heart
first
grace, favor

other, another

I stand, cause to stand

for, on behalf of

I call, name

now

flesh

Noun
Verb
Noun
Verb
Noun
Verb
Noun
Noun
Noun
Noun
Noun
Adv.
Verb
Noun
Adj.
Noun
Adj.
Verb
Prep.
Verb
Adv.

Noun

215

208

194

191

186

176

174

173

169

166

162

160

158

156

155

155

155

154

150

148

147

147

Eph. 5:22
Matt. 8:3
Rom. 3:21
Rom. 15:4
John 3:16
Matt. 7:7
Mark 3:9
Rom. 6:23
Jas. 2:17
John 1:14
Matt. 3:2
Matt. 4:1
Mark 2:16
Matt. 5:8
Matt. 6:33
Eph. 2:8
John 14:16
Eph. 6:13
Eph. 1:17
Matt. 1:21
John 4:18

John 1:14
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Com
BAETIW
AMOOTEAAW
apnv
DEKPOC
ol
6obAoC
BaAAw
Bdvatog
dovauig
Hévw
Intéw
Amépyopat
Qyarm

Bao1AeDG

until, up to
I raise
whoever, whatever
I love
I forgive, permit
body
people, nation
life
I see
I send
amen, truly
dead
with, together
servant, slave
I throw, cast
death
power, miracle
I remain, abide
I seek
I depart, go away
love

king

Conj.
Verb
Pron.
Verb
Verb
Noun
Noun
Noun
Verb
Verb
Adv.

Adj.

Prep.
Noun
Verb
Noun
Noun
Verb
Verb
Verb
Noun

Noun

146

144

144

143

143

142

142

135

133

132

129

129

128

124

122

120

119

118

117

117

116

115

Matt. 28:20
1 Cor. 15:4
Matt. 5:39
John 3:16
Matt. 6:15
Rom. 12:1
Matt. 1:21
John 1:4
Mark 8:24
John 3:17
Matt. 5:18
Luke 9:60
Phil. 1:1
Rom. 1:1
Matt. 5:29
Rom. 6:23
Rom. 1:16
John 15:4
Matt. 7:7
Matt. 8:18
1 Cor. 13:13

Matt. 2:1
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i61o¢
Kplvw
01KOC
EKKANOiQ
novog
AI0OVTOKW
aAndeila
PEA AW
MIOPAKAAEW
owlw
wpa
0te
yoyn
e€ovoia
ayab0o¢
aipw
KQAOG
066¢
bel
0@OaApSC
TONm

AAANAWD

one's own, personal
I judge
house
church, assembly
alone, only
I die
truth
I am about to
I urge, comfort
I save, heal
hour
when
soul, life
authority
good
I lift up, take away
good, beautiful
way, road, path
it is necessary
eye
I put, place

one another

Adj.
Verb
Noun
Noun

Adj.
Verb
Noun
Verb
Verb
Verb
Noun
Conj.
Noun
Noun

Adj.
Verb

Adj.
Noun
Verb
Noun
Verb

Pron.

114

114

114

114

114

112

109

109

109

106

106

103

103

102

102

101

101

101

101

100

100

100

John 1:11
John 3:17
Mark 2:26
Matt. 16:18
Matt. 4:4
Rom. 5:6
John 14:6
Matt. 16:27
Rom. 12:1
Eph. 2:8
John 2:4
Matt. 7:28
Luke 6:9
Matt. 28:18
Rom. 8:28
John 1:29
Matt. 13:24
John 14:6
John 3:7
Matt. 5:29
John 10:11

John 13:34
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TEKDOD
aipa
616d oKW
YEVDAW
MEPUINATEW
@oPféopat
TOIIOC
elpnon
AKOAOVLOEW
amoéAAvpt
IIANPOW
apyopat
WoTe
EKOOTOC
o010V
Pn&AAov
A1100TOAOC
MEPTIW
IIovNPOGC
otépa
aviotnuu

avoilyw

child, offspring
blood
I teach
I give birth, beget
I walk, live
I fear (always M/P)
place
peace
I follow
I destroy, perish
I fulfill
I begin, start
so that, therefore
each, every
where, wherever
rather, more
apostle
I send
evil, wicked
mouth
I raise, rise

I open

Noun
Noun
Verb
Verb
Verb
Verb
Noun
Noun
Verb
Verb
Verb
Verb
Conj.
Adj.
Adv.
Adv.
Noun
Verb
Adj.
Noun
Verb

Verb

99

97

97

96

95

95

94

92

90

90

86

84

83

82

82

81

80

79

78

78

77

77

John 1:12
Heb. 9:22
Matt. 5:2
Matt. 1:2
Eph. 5:2
Matt. 10:28
Matt. 14:13
John 14:27
Mark 2:14
John 3:16
Gal. 5:14
Matt. 4:17
Eph. 4:5
1 Cor. 3:8
Mark 6:10
Phil. 1:12
Rom. 1:1
John 3:17
Matt. 6:13
Matt. 4:4
John 11:24

Rev. 3:7
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E0OYYEALOD
HAPTLUPEW
mPOoWIIoD

Yoipw
iepov
£DTOAN
enut
mpeoPfoOTEPOC
EPWTAW
0pog
Hokéw
BEANNa
wbe
ipdtiov

IIPOOKLDEW

AlBog
néoog
oY1 (A1
emayyedia
nodiov
neibw

KQKOC

gospel, good news
I testify, witness
face, presence
I rejoice
temple
commandment
I say, declare
elder
I ask, pray
mountain
I think, consider
will
here
cloak, garment
I worship
stone
midst, middle
in order that
promise
child, infant
I persuade

bad, wicked

Noun
Verb

Noun
Verb

Noun
Noun
Verb
Noun
Verb
Noun
Verb
Noun
Adv.

Noun
Verb
Noun

Adj.

Conj.
Noun
Noun
Verb

Adj.

76

76

76

74

71

67

66

66

63

63

62

62

61

60

60

59

58

53

52

52

52

50

Mark 8:35
John 1:7
2 Cor. 4:6
Phil. 4:4
Matt. 21:12
John 13:34
1 Cor. 15:50
Acts 14:23
John 14:16
Matt. 5:1
1 Cor. 10:12
Matt. 6:10
Matt. 12:6
Luke 8:44
John 4:24
Matt. 4:3
Matt. 18:2
Matt. 5:16
Rom. 4:13
Matt. 2:8
Acts 17:4

John 18:30
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PoVEPOW
APaPTWASLG
OIIEPQ
Av&oTOOo1G
OAlyog
ikadéw
aytalw
opyn
IIPOOELYN
HETAVOEW
paivw
delrkvoul
KOlwwwbia
6énotg
okGvdarov
ovVEPYOC
OTIAQYYVOD
HOVOYEDTC

itAaoThplov

I reveal, make known
sinner, sinful
seed, offspring
resurrection
few, little
I declare righteous
I make holy, sanctify
wrath, anger
prayer
I repent
I shine, appear
I show, explain
fellowship
prayer, petition
stumbling block
fellow worker
compassion (lit. bowels)
only-begotten, unique

atonement, mercy seat

Verb
Adj.
Noun
Noun
Adj.
Verb
Verb
Noun
Noun
Verb
Verb
Verb
Noun
Noun
Noun
Noun
Noun
Adj.

Noun

49

47

43

42

40

39

37

36

36

34

31

30

19

18

15

13

11

John 2:11
Jas. 4:8
Gal. 3:16
Acts 17:18
Matt. 7:14
Rom. 3:28
1 Tim. 4:5
Rom. 5:9
Matt. 21:13
Mark 1:15
1 John 2:8
Jas. 2:18
1 John 1:3
Phil. 1:4
Rom. 9:33
3 John 1:8
Phil. 2:1
John 1:14

Rom. 3:25



Basics of Biblical Greek - Notes

Translation Assessment

John 11-18 — The Prologue (Byzantine Majority Text)

Translate each verse from the Greek below. This passage covers nearly every concept in
this guide: nouns in all cases, prepositions, forms of eipi, participles, adjectives,
pronouns, and key theological vocabulary. Write your translation on the blank lines.

Ev &pyfi v 6 Adyoc, Kal 6 Adyog N mpoc Tov Bebp, Kai O0¢ v 6 Adyoc.

OVTOG NV £V &pYf IPOC TOV OgdD.

[Tavta 61" adToD £yEVeTO, KAl YWPLG aDTOD £YEVETO OVOE EV O YEYOVED.

Ev adTt® Cwn N, Kai 1 (wn N T0 eOG TOV avOpwiwy.

Kai 10 @&g £v T1) okoTiq @aivel, Kol 1) oKOTia adTO 00 KATEAXPED.

'Eyéveto Grbpwnog arneotadpnévog mopa 00D, dvopa adT® Twdvvng.
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OvTtoc NABev gig paptovplav, va papTLPNON IEPT TOD PWTAC, (VA TAVTEG MOTEDOWTLD

61" avToD.

OVK N €KeTVOC TO P&, AAX’ Tva papTLPRoT HEPL ToD PwTiC.

Hv 10 @&O¢ 10 aAnOwov, 0 pwTtilel mdvta GrOpwmov, EpYONEPOD €1¢ TOV KOOHOD.

'Ev T® KOOUW N, Kal 0 KOoPog 617 adTod £y£eTO, KAl O KOOUOC ADTOD OVK £YVW.

Eig tax {6ia nABev, Kai ot 18101 adTov 0L mapéAapov.

‘Ooot 6e EAaPov adTéHY, EBwWKeEY adTOTC £€ovaiav Tékva Beod yevéoOa, Toig

MOTEDOLOY E1C TO GvouA AVLTOD:

ol OUK £€ alpATWY, 0VBE £K OEANNATOC CAPKOG, 0LOE K OeANuaTog avdpdg, AL’ €k

Beod eysvvnOnoav.
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Kol 0 Adyog oap€ £yéveto Kol E0KNPWOED £V NPiv, Kol £0sacdpeda v 66w adToD,
86€av wg povoyevodg mapd MATPOG, TANPNG Yap1Tog Kol aAndeiag.

Twdvrng papTLpel meEPl ADTOD Kol KEKPAYED AEywp- ODLTOG N OV glmov: O omiow pov
£pYOnEVOC EPIPooOEp pov YEYOVED, OTL IPGOTOC POV TD.

Kol €k tod mAnpwuatog adtod Nueig mavteg eAGBouer, Kai yapv vt Y&pLtoq.

O1t 60 VOpog 61ax MwboEwg £600N: N Yap1lg Kal 1) adAnOsia 61 Tnood Xprotod £yéveTo.

Oc0V 0VOELG EWPAKED TTWIIOTE: O LOVOYEDTIC LIOG, O WV £1¢ TOV KOATOD TOD MaTpdg,
¢keivog E€nynoato.



